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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, I 
was absent for votes on Thursday, February 
27, 2003 as a result of the passing of my 
mother, Mrs. Eleanore Hoeffel. Had I been 
present, I would have cast my votes as fol-
lows: rollcall vote No. 37 ‘‘nay,’’ rollcall vote 
No. 38 ‘‘aye,’’ rollcall vote No. 39 ‘‘nay.’’

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, due 
to an unavoidable conflict in my schedule, I 
was unable to be present during rollcall votes 
37–39. Had I voted, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall votes 37–38, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
vote 39.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 534, 
the bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Indi-
ana? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the distinguished gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DELAY), the majority lead-
er, for the purposes of asking the ma-
jority leader the schedule for the com-
ing week. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman for yielding. I am 
told that the airports are still open. I 
know all of our Members are rushing to 
catch their planes to go back to their 
districts, and I wish them a very good 
weekend. But, Mr. Speaker, I do appre-
ciate the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER) for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will convene 
on Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. for morning 
hour and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 
We will consider several measures 
under suspension of the rules, and a 
final list of those bills will be sent to 
the Members’ offices early next week. 
There will be no votes in the House be-
fore 6:30 on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday we expect to consider 
two bills from the Committee on Ways 
and Means: the Miscellaneous Trade 
and Technical Corrections Act of 2003 
and H.R. 743, the Social Security Pro-
tection Act of 2003. 

On Thursday we expect to consider 
H.R. 878, the Armed Forces Tax Fair-
ness Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, and I will be happy to an-
swer any questions the gentleman may 
have. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for his comments. Reclaiming my 
time, the first question I have, Mr. 
Leader, am I correct that the two tax 

bills that you refer to as Miscellaneous 
Trade and Technical Corrections and 
Social Security Protection Act are es-
sentially technical in nature? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman would 
continue to yield, that is correct. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Majority Leader, 
could you advise the House of when 
your expectation is that the medical 
malpractice legislation would be com-
ing to the floor? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman would 
continue to yield, I appreciate the gen-
tleman asking. My understanding is 
that the Committee on the Judiciary 
and the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce have tentative plans to 
mark up the medical liability bills 
sponsored by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD) some-
time next week. Once that bill is re-
ported by the two committees, I would 
expect quick action in this House. I 
would also note that the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means have held 
mark-ups of legislation dealing with 
medical errors. I would expect legisla-
tion dealing with medical errors to be 
considered soon by the House as well, 
probably in the same week as the med-
ical liability bill. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
would I be correct that the soonest 
that would be done would be the week 
after next? 

Mr. DELAY. The gentleman is cor-
rect. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
Secondly, could the majority leader 

tell me when he expects the budget res-
olution to be scheduled for the floor? I 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DELAY. I appreciate the gen-
tleman yielding. I will say we will be as 
ambitious as I have seen in a long time 
in trying to bring the budget to the 
floor of the House, get the budget proc-
ess done in an expedited manner. The 
Committee on the Budget is continuing 
to hold hearings with administration 
officials, economists and other budget 
experts; but we expect the House to 
consider the budget resolution actually 
on a schedule that allows us to have 
the conference report completed by 
April 15, as the Budget Act requires. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for that answer; and reclaiming my 
time, I would ask the gentleman if he 
expects the President’s tax proposal, or 
the majority’s tax proposal, to be in-
cluded within the budget document. I 
yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. DELAY. I appreciate the gen-
tleman yielding, and I would expect 
that there would be a tremendous de-
bate over the size of the Economic 
Growth and Jobs Creation Act, and 
whatever that size is would be included 
in the budget that comes out of the 
Committee on the Budget, yes. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
One additional question, Mr. Leader, 
with reference to the budget. Has the 
majority made a determination yet as 
to whether or not it will be a 5-year or 
a 10-year budget projection? 

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman would 
continue to yield, that decision has not 
been made yet. I know there are ongo-
ing consultations with the chairman of 
the Committee on the Budget in the 
other body and also with the majority 
leader in the other body. The Speaker 
and the leadership on this side are con-
sulting with them. That decision has 
not been made yet, but probably will be 
made fairly soon, certainly by the time 
the chairman lays out his mark. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the leader for 
that observation, and unfortunately I 
think I agree with him. But very frank-
ly, Mr. Leader, if we could get maybe a 
little advice prior to the mark being 
laid on the table, it would be helpful 
for us to fairly consider the chairman’s 
mark.

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman would 
continue to yield, as the gentleman 
knows, it will probably be in the press 
before we even make the decision, so 
the gentleman can probably read it 
there. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
And if he thinks the press will be dis-
positive of that issue, I will take that 
to heart. 

Mr. Leader, could you also tell me 
the status of the Partial Birth Abor-
tion Bill that we had understood would 
be considered early, perhaps as early as 
next week? And there was some discus-
sion about it this week, but now we 
hear there may be an intent to wait on 
the other body’s acting on this and 
sending it to the House. Can you bring 
us up to date on what the plans are on 
this? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DELAY. I appreciate the gen-

tleman yielding to me. At this time I 
do not believe the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) has sched-
uled any action on this legislation, the 
partial birth abortion ban. Having said 
that, I do believe that this is really im-
portant legislation. This is something 
that the Senate has indicated they will 
move early this year, and it is cer-
tainly something that I would expect 
the House to vote on at least by the be-
ginning of the summer. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the leader for 
the information. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 3, 2003 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it stand adjourned to 
meet at noon on Monday, March 3, 2003. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY, 
MARCH 4, 2003 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Monday, it stand adjourned 
to meet at 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 
4, 2003 for morning hour debates. 
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